
The First Annual SVSV Rotarian Roast



Ray and Robin Rotarian Roast Rules = R5 = 0

Rules? There are none!



First Our Empathy Goes out to Albe and Stella



Ray’s and Robins Original Visions of Smart Village

Soda and Beer Sales In Haiti Fresh Salmon Storage In Washington



Ray’s Team Path To “Prestige” with the Sunblazer

The Design Phase

The Modeling Phase

Construction

Shipping

Field Installation



Everyone Enjoyed a Cold Mug of Haitian Prestige 

The Invisible Fourth Pillar – Energy, Education, Entrepreneurship and a Cold Mug of Prestige

Note:  Each unit equals one Keg of Prestige



Albe’s Vision of a Four Car Garage



Ray’s Results

As Designed As Built – A Sunblazer in each bay



What Stella has to put up with!

Robin’s Response: Sure, how 
much do we need?

Robin’s Response: The EMF here will attract bees
resulting in more honey production

Stella Provides a honey-do list for RobinStella tells Robin “Get Firewood to keep the lions away



Stella’s Idea of a Vacation

Cats, more Cats and 
A nice safari dinner



Robin’s Idea of a Vacation

Biking, four wheeling 
In Iraq and, of course,

Time for business



Video By Crystal – MAA Trust Kenya 



29 Active ISVunded Projects in 

Cameroon (6), Ecuador (Galapagos), India (6),
Kenya (3) Namibia, Nigeria (6), Rwanda, Uganda, 

USA (2), Vietnam, Zambia

Ray and Robin’s Impact on the World



Direct ISV Funding
• 171 Stand alone project sites initiated 
• 11,487 Receiving ISV-supported education & training
• 29 Active projects in 11 Countries

Leveraged Effect – ISV Incubation leads to scaling
• 3,479+ PV Solar Panels installed producing 929.3 KW *
• 5.26 MWh of installed Energy Storage *
• 177,500 Currently Receiving the Benefits of Power
• 1,670 Connections to Productive Uses of Power
• 628 New Business Start-Ups Since Arrival of Power
• 47,000 Customer Connections
• 1.29+ Million people under transformation to receive power **

70,000 YE 2016, 170,000 YE 2017, 300,000 YE 2018, YE 350,000 (cumulative)

*   Outliers: GVE 1,800 panels & 4.2 MWh storage
** Estimated total impact once all currently funded  projects are fully deployed

Updated 09 June 2020

Ray and Robin’s Impact on the World



Ray Larsen – IEEE Life Fellow
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Impact| IEEE Smart Village

The Electricity Pillar brings sustainable energy for lighting, 
pumping clean water, education and powering commerce in a 
variety of ways.  The smart, reliable, renewable energy 
systems operated by vetted and approved in-community 
energy entrepreneurs replace expensive, dangerous and 
unhealthy fuels like kerosene thereby improving quality of 
life for each villager.
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Robin Podmore – IEEE Life Fellow
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Impact| IEEE Smart Village

The Education Pillar develops a customize education strategy for 
each served community based on local needs, opportunities, 
traditions, and government rules. These education programs bring 
new skills and employment opportunities for both youth and 
adults. Global sharing of curricula, knowledge, and best practices 
enables scaling and replication of successes across ISV communities 
worldwide.
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Impact| IEEE Smart Village

The Entrepreneurship Pillar supports the in-community 
energy entrepreneurs as they identify needs and 
opportunities in the communities, take 100% ownership 
and responsibility for success and sustainability of the 
enterprise, and mentor and train the next generation of 
entrepreneurs and engineers who will lead capacity-
building.
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“IEEE Smart Village Members Hall of Honor”
In Recognition of 

Ray Larsen and Robin Podmore



The IEEE Smart Village Hall of Honor is an annual award 

originated in November 2020 to honor the two founders: 

Ray Larsen (NPSS - Life Fellow) & Robin Podmore (PES - Life Fellow) 

IEEE Smart Village Hall of Honor

Raymond Sverre Larsen 
IEEE Life Fellow

Is inducted this

first day of November 2020 for

Outstanding Service and Technical Contributions



The IEEE Smart Village Hall of Honor is an annual award 

originated in November 2020 to honor the two founders: 

Ray Larsen (NPSS - Life Fellow) & Robin Podmore (PES - Life Fellow) 

IEEE Smart Village Hall of Honor

Robin Podmore 
IEEE Life Fellow

Is inducted this

first day of November 2020 for

Outstanding Service and Technical Contributions



The Fund Presently has in excess of $50,000
Your gift will encourage others in IEEE to give, as well as be a beacon to 

those who come after you with any charitable enterprise.

We are recognizing Ray and Robin through the 
dedication of a New “Hall of Honor” Educational Fund 

Impact| IEEE Smart Village
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ISV Members Hall of Honor Fund

The IEEE Smart Village in consultation with IEEE Foundation has launched a new component of ISV

entitled “IEEE Smart Village Members Hall of Honor.” The formation is to initially recognize two

IEEE Life Fellows – Ray Larsen and Robin Podmore, the co-founders of IEEE Smart Village -- for

their foresight, dedication and contributions to IEEE Smart Village. Donations will support activities

that fall under ISV’s Education Pillar thereby investing in future Hall of Fame inductees. Supported

activities will focus primarily on ISVx entrepreneurs but may be expanded to other beneficiaries of

ISV projects. Financial support will include such support in the areas of:

 Educational assistance funding to ISVx entrepreneurs

 Travel grants for supporting educational activities

 Mentoring of entrepreneurs through travel grant support between home offices of entrepreneurs for

the purpose of educational cross training

 Educational grants for entrepreneurs at accredited educational and training institutes

 Other worthwhile educational preschool, primary, secondary and vocational training activities that

may help empower the beneficiaries of ISVx projects

 Special educational programs developed in conjunction with IEEE Smart Village
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Thank You Ray and Robin 
Your Visions Will Last Forever



Thank You Ray and Robin 
Your Visions Will Last Forever


